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rivers. The garrison made a poor defence and surrendered
before any real assault had been made*, The emperor
fancied that he had at last hit upon the true method of
subduing the Marathas. With premature bravado, he
renamed his conquest Kilid-i-Fateh, or the Key of Victory.
He next made a skilful feint towards Panhala, which the
Marathas with all speed strengthened and provisioned.
Then turning aside, he hastened by forced marches against
the fort of Satara. This fort is a spur of the great
Mahableshwar plateau and rises about a thousand feet
above the Krishna valley. At its foot nestles the town of
Satara, which had recently risen to the dignity of a capital.
On the 8th December 1699 the emperor pitched his tents
in the village of Karanja, where a ruined column still
marks the site. To the west between Satara and Parali
camped Azim Shah, whose name has has been commemo-
rated by the village of Shahpurf. At Shendre village,
Sharze Khan commanded the southern division of the
grand army. A road which he built over the hill is still
known as Sarza Khind or Sharzo's Pass. Tarbiyat Khan
commanded the forces to the east and was also in chief
command of the siege operations. The siege was pressed
with the utmost vigour anct batteries were raised on the
neighbouring mountain of Chambhar Tekadi, which com-
manded Satara fort. But the defence was no less vigorous
than the attack. The commandant was Prayagji Anajit
Phanse, a native of Panvel, one of that Prabhu community
whose members had already given to Shivaji such signal
instances of loyalty and devotion. Prayagji was an old
servant of the house of Bhosle, As far back as 1649 he
was in the service of Shivaji. For many years he had been
commandant both of Satara and Parali; and a relic of his
rule is yet to be found in the neighbourhood, On the
great hill which marks the eastern end of the Mahableshwar
plateau he built in the middle of a bamboo wood a temple
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